
August Sermon Series:
Let’s Be the Church!



Key Scripture Lesson: 
Romans 12:9-21



The Challenge:
1. Love Others Sincerely. 

2. Bless Others Graciously. 
3. Live With Others Peaceably.



What Does A Real Deal 
Christian Look Like? 



Lesson Three:
A “Real Deal” Christian

(Love Others Sincerely)
Part 1



Lesson Four:
The “Real Deal” Christian 

(Bless Others Graciously)
Part 2



“God has given us two hands, 
one to receive with and the 

other to give with.”



Scripture Lesson: 
Romans 12:14-16



Romans 12:14-16, (AMP), Bless those who persecute you 
[who cause you harm or hardship]; bless and do not 
curse [them]. Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing 
others’ joy], and weep with those who weep [sharing 
others’ grief]. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty [conceited, self-important, exclusive], but 
associate with humble people [those with a realistic self-
view]. Do not overestimate yourself.



Bless your enemies, no cursing under your 
breath. Laugh with your happy friends when 

they’re happy; share tears when they’re 
down. Get along with each other; don’t be 

stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t 
be the great somebody. (MSG)



The Real Deal Christian 
(Bless Others Graciously)



1. Be Kind in What You Say. 
Romans 12:14



Matthew 5:44, Love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for 

those who spitefully use and 
persecute you. 



1 Peter 3:9, Do not repay evil with 
evil or insult with insult, but with 

blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a 

blessing. 



Luke 6:32-36, If you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. If you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. If you lend to those from 

whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to 
you? 



Even sinners lend to sinners to receive back the 
same amount. But love your enemies, and do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of 
the Highest; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful 
and evil men. Be merciful, just as your father is 

merciful.



“Unexpected kindness is the most 
powerful, least costly, and most 

underrated agent of human change. 
Kind words cost nothing but means 

everything.”



2. Be Kind in What You Do
Romans 12:15 



Acts 28:1-2, Now when they had escaped, 
they then found out that the island was 
called Malta. And the natives showed us 
unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and 
made us all welcome, because of the rain 
that was falling and because of the cold. 



Proverbs 27:9, The tenderness of a friend rejoices 
the heart.

Romans 12:10, Be kindly affectionate to one 
another with brotherly love.

Ephesians 4:32, Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you. 



Matthew 5:48 (MSG), In a word, what I’m 
saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom 
subjects. Now live like it. Live out your 
God-created identity. Live generously 
and graciously toward others, the way 
God lives toward you.



1. Are you a kind Christian?
Matthew 5:48 (MSG), In a word, what I’m saying 

is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live 
like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live 
generously and graciously toward others, the 

way God lives toward you. 



2. Do you show kindness to your 
brothers and sisters in the Body of 

Christ?
John 13:35 (NET), Everyone will know 
by this that you are my disciples—if 

you have love for one another. 



3. Do you show kindness to everyone, even those 
who are not in the Body of Christ?

Colossians 4:5-6 (NET), Conduct yourselves with 
wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 

opportunities. Let your speech always be gracious, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you 

should answer everyone. 



3. Be Kind in How You Think
Romans 12:16



Philippians 4:8, Finally, brethren, 
whatever things are true, whatever 
things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever 
things are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy--meditate 
on these things.



1. “Think on things that are noble”
Philippians 4: 9, The things which 

you learned and received and heard 
and saw in me, these do, and the 
God of peace will be with you.” 



2. “Whatever things are just.”
3. “Whatever things are pure.” 

4.  “Whatever things are lovely.” 



1 Corinthians 13:4-8;  “Love suffers long and is 
kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks 
no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices 
in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
fails.” 



5. “Whatever things are of good.”



Psalm 112:5, A good man 
deals graciously and lends; He 

will guide his affairs with 
discretion.



Eight Ways a Real Deal Christian 
Can Graciously Bless Others:



1. Write an Appreciation Note 
2. Provide Dinner for a Family 

3. Pray for Someone  
4. Give a Compliment



5. Spend Time with the Elderly 
6. Be a Listening Ear 

7. Give a Financial Gift  
8. Send a Text



“Among the things you can 
give and still keep are your 

word, a smile, and a grateful 
heart.”
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